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Getting Started – It Takes a 

Village (at least!) 

 First, we gathered our team: 

 State Medicaid authority 

 State behavioral health authority 

 State intellectual disability authority 

 Others 

 



Getting Help 

 

 Review webinars on PTAC website: 

 http://www.pasrrassist.org/sites/default/files

/attachments/13-10-

01/Specialized_Services_guidance_11Sep20

13.pdf 

 http://www.pasrrassist.org/sites/default/files

/attachments/Paying_for_Specialized_Servi

ces_PASRR_webinar_Feb2014.pdf 

 Request technical assistance. 
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Structure of Services 

 Specialized services in WA are patterned 

after 1915(c) waiver services. 

 For Washington, these include community 

access and engagement, behavior 

supports, vocational assistance, and 

assistive technology. 

 We used contracts and providers already 

in place for waiver services. 





Public Notices 

 

 

 Requirements for public notice are found 
in 42 CFR 447.205. 

 Requirements for tribal notice are found in 
1902(a)(73)(A) of the Social Security Act. 

 Notices were compiled by our Medicaid 
authority’s rules expert. 

 Examples of WA’s public notice and tribal 
notice are available as examples. 



Contents of State Plan Amendment (SPA)   

1 
2 

3 



Service – Assistive Technology 



 

Service – Habilitative Behavior 

Support and Consultation 

 



Service – Community Access 



Services – Community Guide 

and Habilitative Therapy 



Service – Staff/Family 

Consultation and Training 



Service – Supported Employment 



Service - Transportation 



Other Habilitative Services and 

Supplies 



Providers 



Payment for Services 



SUCCESS! 



Lessons Learned: 
 Establishing a work group of PASRR 

contacts in various agencies positions a 

state to respond quickly to challenges or 

opportunities. 

 Consult with CMS early in the SPA process. 

We found that the level of detail they 

expected was less than we anticipated. 

 When possible, use service providers who 

can continue to serve the individual upon 

transition to the community. 

 



Questions? 



 

 

 

December 30, 2013 

 

 

Dear Tribal Chairperson/RAIO Director/Tribal Health Director:  

 

The Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) within the Department of Social and 

Health Services (DSHS), in cooperation with the Health Care Authority (HCA), is writing in 

accordance with section 1902(a)(73)(A) of the Social Security Act regarding the solicitation of 

advice prior to the submission of any Medicaid State Plan Amendment (SPA) likely to have a 

direct effect on Indians, Indian Health Programs, or Urban Indian Organizations.  

 

Purpose 

Attached for your review and comment is a notice that DDA is intending to publish in relation to 

a possible state plan amendment, which the state is considering filing early next year. This SPA 

will be submitted to the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  

 

Anticipated Impact on Tribal Members 

The anticipated impact of the SPA on Washington’s Tribes and American Indian/Alaskan 

Natives is as follows: the Colville Confederated Tribes operate the Colville Tribal Convalescent 

Center (CTCC) in Nespelem. The CTCC is contracted with the state’s Medicaid program.  

 

Further, to the extent that Tribal members receive Medicaid benefits as residents in other, non-

tribal nursing facilities, their access to care and the quality of that care could also be affected.  

 

Comments and Questions 

HCA and DDA would like to provide the opportunity for tribal representatives to give input or 

share concerns regarding this SPA. Please review the attached notice and return any comments to 

Terry Hehemann, Waiver Requirements Program Manager by telephone at 360-725-3456 or via 

email at terry.hehemann@dshs.wa.gov with a courtesy copy to Ann Myers at 

ann.myers@hca.wa.gov by XXXXX.  

 

Please contact Karol Dixon, Native Health Program Manager by telephone at 360-725-1649 or 

via email at karol.dixon@hca.wa.gov if you would like to request formal consultation or have 

tribal-specific questions.  

 

Please forward this information to any interested party.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

mailto:terry.hehemann@dshs.wa.gov
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MaryAnne Lindeblad 

Medicaid Director 

 

cc:  Terry Hehemann, DDA, DSHS 

 Ann Myers, State Plan Coordinator, LAS, HCA 

 Karol Dixon, Native Health Program Manager, HCP, HCA 

 



DSHS 02-547 (REV. 12/2007) 

 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

December 30, 2013 

Notice of Interpretive or Policy Statement 

In accordance with RCW 34.05.230(12), following is a list of policy and interpretive statements 
issued by the Department of Social and Health Services. 

Developmental Disabilities Administration 
Division of N/A 

Document title:  Public Notice of Potential Clarification of the Medicaid Nursing Facility 
Payment System  

Subject:  Potential State Plan Amendment for Medicaid Nursing Facility Payment System 

Effective Date:  01/15/2014 

Document description:  The purpose of this notice is to advise the general public that the 
Department of Social and Health Services is considering clarifying language in the 
Washington State Medicaid State Plan.    

To receive a copy of the interpretive or policy statements, contact: 

Name:  Terry Hehemann 

Program:  Waiver Requriements, DDA 

Address:  PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600 

Phone:  (360) 725-3456 

TDD/TTY:  1-800-624-6186 

Fax:  (360) 407-0955 

E-mail address:  Terry.Hehemann@dshs.wa.gov 

Web site address:  www.dshs.wa.gov/ddd 
Code Reviser Use Only 

 



DSHS 02-547 (REV. 12/2007) 

The Department of Social and Health Services is considering submitting a Medicaid State Plan 
Amendment (SPA) to clarify language regarding the payment methodology for specialized 
services described in the State Plan. The proposed effective date of this SPA is January 15, 
2014. 
 
The language being clarified concerns specialized services as defined in 42 CFR Subpart C 
483.120. Specialized services needs are determined through the Pre-Admission Screening 
and Resident Review (PASRR) process. These services are delivered and paid for in 
accordance with federal law. Only nursing facility residents are eligible for PASRR- determined 
specialized services. The current estimates show that a $1.5 million increase in general fund 
federal/state expenditures for state fiscal year 2015 is expected.  
 
To receive a copy of the policy statements or proposed changes and to provide and/or review 
comments, contact Terry Hehemann of the Developmental Disabilities Administration at P.O. 
Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600. 
 
 




























